Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 
PAGE 01 STATE 217486 
10 

ORIGIN NBA- 16 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 L-03 AID-20 IGA-02 H-03 AGR-20 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 INR-II NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-OI USIA-I5 PRS-OI 

SP-03 OMB-01 TRSE-00 SAM-01 /102R 

DRAETED BY NEA/EGY:LWSEMAKIS:PM 
APPROVED BY NEA/EGY:HFMATTHEWS 
NEA/P:GSHERMAN (DRAFT) 

L/NEA:SNELSON (DRAFT) 

SA/IR/AID:JROBERTS (DRAFT) 

109732 

R 02223 IZ OCT 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 217486 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TPHY, OSCI, EG 

SUBJECT: PUBLICITY ON U.S. DONATION TO WAEA WA AMAL 

SOCIETY 

REF: CAIRO 7593 

1 . DONATION TO WAFA WA AMAL SOCIETY WAS NOT RPT NOT AN- 
NOUNCED AS SUCH, ALTHOUGH PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION ON 
MAKING THE GIFT WAS PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER ON 
MARCH 18, FOLLOWING NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS, AS REQUIRED 
BY LAW. 

2. PRESS AND CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN THE DONATION 
EMERGED SUBSEQUENTLY, INCLUDING A JACK ANDERSON ITEM PUB- 
LISHED BY THE WASHINGTON POST ON MAY 28. MEANWHILE, 
CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST CENTERED ON THE LEGAL AUTHORITY EOR 
SUCH A DONATION; DEPARTMENT HAS EXPLAINED THAT THE PRO- 
VISION OP THE ASSISTANCE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WAS MADE 
POSSIBLE BY PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION AND WAIVER EX- 
PRESSLY AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 614(A) OP THE POREIGN ASSIST- 
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ANCE ACT. WHILE PRESS ARTICLES APPEARED, WE HAVE NO 
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RECORD OF THE ISSUE HAVING BEEN DIRECTLY RAISED AT DEPART- 
MENT'S NOON PRESS CONEERENCES. SEVERAL CORRESPONDENTS, 
HOWEVER, WHO CALLED THE DEPARTMENT SEEKING COMMENT ON THE 
ANDERSON STORY WERE TOLD THE DONATION HAD INDEED BEEN MADE. 

3. MARILYN BERGER (APPARENTLY PARALLELING HOAGLAND 
APPROACH IN CAIRO) MADE INQUIRIES RECENTLY AT DEPARTMENT 
REGARDING DONATION AND WAS GIVEN INEORMATION IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH GUIDANCE ALREADY PREPARED AND USED BY DEPART- 
MENT IN RESPONDING TO CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES LAST MAY. 

HER ARTICLE APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST SEPT 29 AND GAVE 
BALANCED AND RELATIVELY ACCURATE ACCOUNT. COPY POUCHED 
AMBASSADOR ON SEPT 30. 

4. GIVEN CONSIDERABLE PRESS COVERAGE AND ATTENTION AL- 
READY EOCUSED ON THE DONATION AND THE RECENT POST STORY, 

WE DOUBT IT WOULD BE EITHER APPROPRIATE OR USEEUL FOR 
DEPARTMENT TO MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT AT THIS LATE DATE. 
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